
 
 
 

Geology and Landscape 
 

of Gloucestershire and surroundings 
 

A weekly field-based introductory course. 
 

No previous knowledge of geology is assumed 
 

Tuesday evenings 10th June to 22nd July 2014 
Gloucestershire is one of the most geologically diverse counties in Britain,  

and as a result displays an incredible variety of scenery. 
 

The aim of this field-based course is to take you towards an  
understanding of local scenery.  We will look at the components 

- the highly diverse  rocks and their structure; and processes  
- weathering, slope formation and erosion - which have combined to  

produce this equally varied landscape - the materials from  
which the scenery has been sculpted and the processes that have acted  
upon them since the area emerged from the sea 65 million years ago 

(about the same time that the dinosaurs became extinct) 
 

No special equipment is necessary, apart from stout footwear and  
possibly waterproofs - although we will hopefully have seven balmy  

summer evenings! Meetings are held on Tuesdays 
each week meeting at 7.00 pm, finishing at 9.00 pm or later (whenever 

the party feels in need of refreshment !!) at the following meeting points  
Cost: £50 for 7 week course 

or £9 per session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meeting Points and Dates: 
 
10th June – Leckhampton  Hill  
A famous local viewpoint, beauty spot, The Devil’s Chimney, and site of the quarrying of much of the stone 
that was used to build Cheltenham.  Part of the Middle Jurassic Cotswold escarpment.  An excellent place 
to survey the geology and landscape of the Severn Vale, and appreciate the form of the Cotswold cuesta.  
Meet at the small Car Park / roadside at top of Leckhampton Hill by entrance to Hill Farm SO951179 at 7pm  
 
17th June - Aust 
One of the finest exposures of the sedimentary rocks at the top of the Triassic and base of the Jurassic 
systems. A river/sea cliff used by the 1966 Severn Bridge as its eastern abutment, and also the terminal 
for the ferry which preceded it. The tides are very low on this evening and we may be able to see the 
underlying Carboniferous rocks, upon which the main supporting pillars of the suspension bridge are 
mounted. An excellent place to find minerals and fossils, including those from the famous “Rhaetic Bone 
Bed”. 
Meet at the roadside on the minor road from Aust to Old Passage SO 564888. Take the A403 towards 
Avonmouth from Junction 1 on M48, then first right, almost opposite the turning to Aust village. Follow 
this road down to the flats near the river, where you can park at the side of the road, as far N as possible. 
 
24th June – Bream 
The south west part of the Forest of Dean has been extensively exploited in the past for its geological 
wealth found in the rocks of Carboniferous age – coal, iron ore and building stone. We shall undertake a 
short circular walk to examine the remains of this exploitation, now partially returned to nature. 
Meet at a layby/roadside verge on the north side of the loop road that runs straight on where the road from 
Sling to Bream turns right. GR SO 591072 (the entrance to an old track leading to Little Drybrook) 
 
1st  July - Minchinhampton 
The common is a favourite spot for many in the Stroud area and beyond. It used to be famed for the 
quality of its fossils, and was once extensively quarried for building and walling stone – most excavations 
are now filled in or are used as hazards on the venerable golf course! It lies on beds (Fullers Earth series) 
that are above the Cotswold Limestone (Inferior Oolite) forming the main escarpment. We will also look 
at the Inferior Oolite, here outcropping on the valley sides, and having been worked by tunnels driven into 
the freestone. 
Meet on the Common at the top of Brimscombe Hill SO859015, on the road leading NE from Tom Long’s 
Post 
 
8th July – Leadon Valley 
The River Leadon rises near Ledbury and enters the Severn just north of Gloucester. Like many of the 
county’s streams, it ignores the structural trend of the underlying geology and flows from Old Red 
Sandstone to New Red Sandstone and on to Lower Jurassic rocks. As it does so, the form of its valley 
changes radically. We will look at this by means of a drive through narrow country lanes, with several 
short stops. 
Meet on the roadside near Dymock Cricket Club – a narrow road leading right off the main road (B4215) 
from Newent to Dymock, where it turns sharply left on entering the village outskirts (SO 706310) 
 
15th July – Cromhall 
The Malvern Fault crosses the Severn near Sharpness, and continues south where it produces an anticline 
– syncline pair of folds that bring older rocks to the surface of the Severn Vale. At its centre the syncline 
forms the Coalpit Heath coalfield, but around its outer edge there are ridges in the underlying(heavily 
quarried) Carboniferous Limestone series, which existed 200Ma ago in Triassic times, and were buried by 
Triassic sediments, only now to be re-exhumed by modern erosion. 
Meet at the laneside in a copse along the narrow lane leading north from Cromhall village towards Parkend 
SO 696909 
 
22nd  July British Camp (Herefordshire Beacon) 
 The Malverns are a narrow strip of the oldest rocks in England that have been brought to the surface 
along the Malvern Fault. In the process, they have been extensively shattered and altered, and the then 
overlying rocks were deformed and folded as the Malvern block was pushed upwards and westwards. In 
the course of a circular walk taking in the top of British Camp, we will examine some of the typical rocks 
and see the effects of the deformation on the surrounding area 
Meet in the large (pay) car park at the foot of British Camp, opposite the hotel on A449  SO 763404  
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